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Apprenticeships and the ESFA’s new online PDSATs

January 2023

13:00 – 15:30

Karl Bentley 
Auditor at RSM

Nick Linford
Director at Lsect

Online PDSAT
finally launched 
last week

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-4-january-2023/esfa-
update-further-education-4-january-2023

https://www.pdsat.co.uk/
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First user guide for online PDSAT

https://tinyurl.com/pdsat-v1

PDSATs

What we will cover:

Changes to 22/23 PDSAT

Dashboards

Apprenticeship PDSAT reports
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Key changes

What’s changed?

• Purely online product – no requirement to download software – www.pdsat.co.uk

• Three levels of users – Organisation Owner, Uploader and Reviewer

• Outputs to excel – found on ‘Downloads 

• New Dashboards

You must be registered to access the new platform - access is reviewed and granted by ESFA

Getting started
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MFA and limited time login

For enhanced security PDSAT online used MFA as part of the login process – make sure you 
have your phone with you!!!  Also note that login session only last 20 minutes

Uploading XML or FIS CSV zip files

Clicking on the ‘Returns’ option will allow you to upload an XML or FIS CSV zip file
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Dashboard tool

New development for 22/23
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Dashboard tabs

Tabs for additional dashboards can be found at the bottom of the page
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FM36 Hints and Tips 

Learner Overview – right click on tables/maps to get full screen option

Enhance map mode – provides detail on student locations
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Category Details

Options to review confirmative, investigative and listing reports
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Category Details

14

13

14



January 2023

For more workshops visit www.lsect.com 8

Category overview
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Summary reports

Dashboards also include data so look at reports may not be necessary
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Summary reports
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Summary reports
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Thank you

Future webinars and conferences – register at www.lsect.co.uk

> 12 January – Using FIS and ILR funding reports

> 17 January – Apprenticeship Funding 2022/23

> 18 January - Apprenticeship Accountability Framework

> 30 January – New online PDSAT for apprenticeships

> 1 February – Making sense of achievement rates

> 22 February – Lsect Annual Data Conference (London)

> 20 March – T-Level funding – an essential guide

3 July 2017

Final Q&A
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