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T-Levels funding –
essential guide
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> Nick Linford

13:00 – 15:30

Webinar agenda

1. Overview of the T-Level curriculum design and requirements

2. T-Level implementation timeline

3. 16-19 Study Programme Funding formula overview

4. T-Level funding rates

5. T-Level funding formula

6. 16-19 Study Programme lagged funding allocations

7. T-Level data requirements

8. T-Level achievement rates and performance monitoring

9. Funding audit and using DSATs for T-Levels

10. T-Level transition programme

Warning
Technical 
training

All slides and a recording of this webinar will be sent to attendees

13:00 – 15:30
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Overview of the T-Level curriculum
design and requirements

T Level introduction

“A T Level is a 2-year, level 3 
programme of education 
approved by the Institute for 
Apprenticeships and Technical 
Education, including three 
compulsory parts: a technical 
qualification, an industry 
placement, a maths and 
English exit requirement [now 
scrapped*) and any other 
elements determined by the 
Institute. More information on 
them is on the GOV.UK”    
*see next slide

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/t-levels/t-levels-the-institutes-role-news-updates/what-are-t-levels/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-t-levels/introduction-of-t-levels
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English and maths exit requirement scrapped

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-17-november-2021/esfa-update-further-education-17-november-
2021#information-changes-to-t-level-policy-and-the-post-16-qualifications-review-timetable

T Level programme design
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Approved T Level qualifications

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/t-levels/approved-t-level-technical-qualifications-and-final-outline-content/approved-t-level-qualifications/

Example T Level - health

TQ occupational specialisms and expected year of delivery

• Supporting healthcare: Supporting the adult nursing team
• Supporting healthcare: Supporting the midwifery team
• Supporting Healthcare: Supporting the mental health team
• Supporting Healthcare: Supporting the care of children and young people
• Supporting Healthcare: Supporting the therapy teams
• Dental nursing - 2022

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/t-levels/t-level-information-hub/t-level-in-health/
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Current T Level action plan (Jan 2021)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-action-plan

T Level industry placements
17,000 word webpage – gulp!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-industry-placements-
delivery-guidance/t-level-industry-placements-delivery-guidance

“For the purposes of funding, the department expects 
providers’ full compliance with the industry placement 
core principles and guidance set out in this document. 
Providers must also satisfy themselves that the employers 
providing the placements are complying with their roles 
and responsibilities set out in this guidance.”

“Every T Level includes an industry placement with an 
employer focused on developing the practical and 
technical skills required for the occupation. These will 
last a minimum of 315 hours (approximately 45 days) 
but can last longer. Employers can offer industry 
placements as a block, day release or a mix of these, 
and can discuss sharing part of the placement with 
another employer if necessary.”
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Industry placement delivery models

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industry-placements-
policy-framework

Industry placement temporary 
flexibilities

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1030945/Temp_flex_guidance_02112021.pdf

“Recognising the ongoing impact of 
Covid-19, we have introduced these 
temporary flexibilities to apply to Wave 
1 and Wave 2 T Level students and will 
be withdrawn in July 2023.”
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E&C industry placement

Extra industry placement hours 
required for the Education and 
Childcare T Level

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/896875/Annex_C_T_Level_Technical_Q
ualification_in_Education_and_Childcare.pdf

“In exceptional circumstances where providers are 
unable to secure placements of 750 hours for T 
Level students who started on the Early Years 
Educator Occupational Specialism in September 
2020, we have reduced the minimum placement 
hours to 415 hours in order to recognise the 
exceptional circumstances in light of the 
pandemic. This flexibility is extended to students 
who started on the Early Years Educator 
Occupational Specialism in September 2021.”

Will the Industry Placement really be mandatory?

https://feweek.co.uk/top-civil-servant-offers-reassurance-to-t-level-students-unable-to-find-placements/

“Students will be offered special treatment if they cannot undertake T Level industry placements owing 
to Covid-19, a senior Department for Education official has said.”
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T Level progression 
profiles

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/t-levels/t-level-progression-profiles/

“We develop progression profiles 
with employers, providers, and 
other industry experts. We map 
content that is common to T Levels 
and apprenticeships, linking to 
our occupational maps. These maps 
show the skilled occupations that 
technical education can lead to”

T Level providers

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/providers-selected-to-deliver-t-levels

Ofsted grade 1 or 2 requirement fully lifted for 24/25 so all 
colleges expected to be involved (more on this later)
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Adults?

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-action-plan

“T Levels are currently available to 16-19 year olds, but we want as 
many people as possible to benefit from these high-quality 
programmes. We are exploring how T Levels can be extended to adults 
and this includes the types of flexibility that could be introduced for 
19+ learners. The second-stage consultation of the Post-16 
Qualifications Review sets out our proposals around how T Levels could 
be adapted to take account of prior learning and experience, and the 
flexible delivery needs of adults. We also think that, for some 
pathways, there may be potential for delivery of the occupational 
specialisms as standalone qualifications for adults.”

3 July 2017

T-Level implementation timeline
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Current timeline and 
awarding organisation

Legal still a T level route for 2023 but 
an AO has not been assigned 

But some occupation 
specialisms delayed

For example, the Health T Level 
starts in 2021 but starts on the 
dental nursing specialism is 
delayed until 2022

https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/subjects/health
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16-19 Study Programme Funding

formula overview

The funding formula

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

“The funding formula measures the volume of delivery 
through student numbers and the size of their 
programme. Funding allocations* use a lagged approach 
and take student numbers from the number of young 
people participating in the previous year and 
programme size from the year before that (that is, the 
last full year’s data return).” *More on that later
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Student numbers and the qualifying period

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

The ESFA count provider students based on the provider data 
submissions - the Individualised Learner Record (ILR)

If a student is withdrawn from all their enrolments prior to the 42nd 
day (based on dates in the ILR) they have not me the qualifying 
period and are therefore not counted

Hour funding band rates

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

Student status band Hours required per academic year 2021/22 national funding rate

Full time (16-17) 540 + £4,188

Full time Band 4 a (18s) 540 + £3,455

PT Band 4b (16-18) 450-539 £3,455

PT Band  3 (16-18) 360-449 £2,827

PT Band  2 (16-18) 280-359 £2,234

PT Band  1 (16-18) up to 280 £4,188/600 = £6.98 per hour
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Retention factor

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

Programme cost weighting

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

“We use programme weightings to recognise that some 
programmes are more costly to deliver than others”

Weighting Weighting value

Base 1.0

Low 1.1

Medium 1.2

High 1.3

Very high 1.4

Specialist 1.75

“For vocational programmes, we determine 
the weighting by the core aim’s SSA tier 2 
classification. The weighting is applied to 
the student’s whole programme”
“A review of PCW is currently being 
undertaken and this may make a difference 
to the weightings that apply to delivery 
from 2021 to 2022 and/or beyond.” 
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Disadvantage funding

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

• block 1: economic deprivation, based on the home postcode of the student

• block 2*: prior attainment in GCSE English and maths at age 16

* extra for T Level students – more on this later

Two elements calculated by the ESFA using ILR and national data

Area cost

Basic 16-19 funding formula

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

Area
cost

x x x + x

Really a south-east weighting with
a maximum of 20% extra for providers
based in inner-London
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The actual full funding formula*

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

* Check you funding allocation document for provider details

3 July 2017

T-Level funding rates
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T Level hour funding bands

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

T Level funding bands

Minimum planned hours for T 
level programme (excl. 

industry placement, maths 
and English)

2021/22 national funding rate per 
student, per programme

Band 9 1,650 £12,216

Band 8 1,500 £11,168

Band 7 1,300 £10,122

Band 6 1,100 £8,726

“If a student doesn’t meet the minimum hours, they will only receive 
funding for the existing study programme band 5”

T Level qual bands can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-t-levels-are-funded#funding-bands

Industry placement funding rate

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

“Industry Placements are a compulsory element of the T Level. Placements are to be 
delivered in line with the industry placements quality assurance guidance, due to be 
published later this spring. In the meantime, please see the published standards and 
principles that apply to industry placement Capacity and Delivery Funding. We will fund 
Industry Placements at £275 per student for each of the 2 years of the T Level. 
Payments will be allocated for the T Level student numbers agreed with providers.

Where a provider also has an allocation of the Industry Placement Capacity and Delivery 
Fund (CDF) a corresponding reduction will be made to the number of students funded 
through the CDF. For example, a provider with 100 places funded through the CDF and an 
allocation of 40 T Level students will be allocated placement funding for the 40 T Level 
students in their mainstream allocation and 60 places through CDF.”
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Additional disadvantage funding (block 2)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-rates-and-formula

“Block 2 funding accounts for the additional costs incurred for teaching and 
supporting students who have low prior attainment. Low prior attainment is 
defined as not achieving English and/or maths GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 by the end 
of year 11 (typically age 16)”

3 July 2017

T-Level funding formula
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T Level funding formula 

Basic 16-19 funding formula

Student 
numbers

Hour funding 
band rates

Retention
factor

Programme
cost

weighting

Disadvantage 
funding

x x x + x

Plus for all T Level students

Area
cost

Industry placement 
funding (£275 per year 

per student)

Additional disadvantage funding. Where it would 
normally be £480 per English or math qual a FT 

student doesn’t have it’s £650

“The funding rate for block 2 disadvantage for T Level 
students will be £650, which is higher than for study 

programmes in recognition that this is a large”

3 July 2017

16-19 Study Programme lagged 
funding allocations
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Student number allocations with no delivery history
“As T Levels are new, there is no historical delivery to determine student 
numbers for the 2021 to 2022 allocations. Therefore, to start with we will use 
student numbers agreed with providers. For 2021 to 2022, we are using the T 
Level student numbers submitted by providers in October 2020, based on 
planned recruitment in autumn 2021. Where necessary, we will update this 
figure in autumn 2021 according to under- or over-delivery”

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033282/Funding_rates_and_formula_2122_v2.pdf

“We do not expect that introducing T Levels will affect the overall number of 
students for a provider, because T Level students will generally be students 
who would otherwise have taken existing courses.”

“We will make an in-year adjustment to allocations to reflect over- and under-
delivery. There is a tolerance of 40% before we adjust for under-delivery.”

Lagged student allocations for 16-19 study programmes

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-funding-allocations-supporting-documents-for-2020-to-2021

a) ILR R04 from previous yearProportion of students in 
each band from 2 years ago. 

b) ILR R04 to R14 ratio 
from 2 years ago So ILR R04 

collection 
(deadline 
was 
yesterday) 
is critical

R04 (21/22) students x R04 (20/21):R14 (20/21) ratio = Total 2022/23 students
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But for 2023 there appears to be some upfront funding

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-register-to-deliver-t-levels-in-2023-to-2024-academic-year

All provider 16-19 allocations

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-allocation-data-2021-to-2022-academic-year
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40



December 2021

For more workshops visit www.lsect.com 21
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T-Level data requirements

ILR Support Manual

https://guidance.submit-learner-data.service.gov.uk/psm/Completing-the-
ILR-recording-T-Level-and-T-Level-transition-programmes

Programme type 31 (or 30 
for Transition Programme)

41

42



December 2021

For more workshops visit www.lsect.com 22

ILR Support Manual

https://guidance.submit-learner-data.service.gov.uk/psm/Completing-the-
ILR-recording-T-Level-and-T-Level-transition-programmes

Occupational Specialism

Find a learning aim

https://findalearningaimbeta.fasst.org.uk/

43
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Note the multiple pathways

https://findalearningaimbeta.fasst.org.uk/

Search using ZTLOS*

Occupational Specialism

This is the class code

45
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Example ZTLOS006

Occupational Specialism

ZWRKX003

Industry placement

“Every T Level student must 
undertake a substantial Industry 
Placement and this should be 
recorded using the learning aim 
ZWRKX003. This learning aim 
reference is specifically for T 
level industry placement activity. 
This can be recorded in year 1 or 
year 2 of the T Level 
programme.”
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Pathway field

“The pathway must be 
recorded on all aims within 
an apprenticeship or T Level 
programme, including the 
programme aim”

Pathway codes

Found within the Find 
a Learning Aim 
database

https://findalearningaimbeta.fasst.org.uk/
TLevelSearchResult?hasFilters=true
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Planned hours

https://guidance.submit-learner-data.service.gov.uk/ilr/field/phours

Different field from “Planned learning hours” - which is 
used for non-T Level study programmes and for the T 
Level Transition Programme

So this is the total planned hours for both years

3 July 2017

T-Level achievement rates and 
performance monitoring
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T Level grading and certification

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-t-levels/introduction-of-t-levels

T Level UCAS tariff points

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-t-levels/introduction-of-t-levels
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The return of achievement rate data

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-performance-
measures/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-accountability-202122#use-of-2022-data-at-all-key-stages

T Level performance and 
accountability measures

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/711472/Impl
ementation_of_T_Level_programmes-Government_consultation_response.pdf

The majority of respondents agreed with all the measures proposed. 
We will be taking forward the proposed measures as follows:

 Destination measures

 Completion

 Attainment measures [We will therefore reconsider if 
we should publish the attainment of all students 
taking Technical Qualifications, instead of just those 
students who complete the entire programme]

 Progress measure

 Maths and English progress measures

But no detail published yet
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Ofsted

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-to-carry-out-thematic-survey-on-t-levels

“Ofsted will carry out a survey to report on the implementation of T levels and 
the T-level transition programme in their first 2 years of operation.”

“An interim report on Ofsted’s findings will be published in September 2021 
following the first year of the survey. The full report will be published in 
September 2022.”

Nothing published yet

3 July 2017

Funding audit and using DSATs for 
T-Levels
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Learning plan with timetable on enrolment

“ESFA expects a timetable or learning plan to be available as part of each 
student’s enrolment process. It should set out the study programme that 
the student will follow, covering all the learning aims and other activities 
that make up the funded hours submitted in data returns. This document is 
likely to be the primary source of funding audit evidence.”

“For every student in any funding audit sample a planned timetable 
as set out in this Annex [Annex B of the funding guidance] must be 
provided to the funding auditor and the planned hours on the form 
should match the planned hours on the ILR.”

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-funding-regulations-for-post-16-provision

“Higher level of funding audit scrutiny”

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-17-november-2021/esfa-update-further-
education-17-november-2021#information-update-to-the-16-to-19-funding-guidance
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Data Self Assessment Toolkit

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat

New DSAT report for T Levels

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat
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Monitoring post-16 funding reports

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/financial-assurance-monitoring-post-16-funding/financial-
assurance-monitoring-post-16-funding-for-2021-to-2022

Ofsted 
rating 
remains 
important 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how
-to-register-to-deliver-t-levels-in-

2023-to-2024-academic-year

Until 2024

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/t-levels-next-steps-for-providers#t-
level-transition-programme
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3 July 2017

T-Level transition programme

T Level Transition programme

“We have developed the T Level Transition Programme
for students who are not ready to start a T Level but 
have the potential to progress onto one following a 
tailored preparation programme.

“We are taking a phased approach to implementing the 
T Level Transition Programme alongside the 
introduction of T Levels in September 2020. We have 
begun by working closely with a small number of 
providers to explore different approaches and models 
to help to determine what the final national 
programme will look like.”

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
ions/t-level-transition-programme-

framework-for-delivery-2020-to-2021
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T Level Transition programme*

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
ions/t-level-transition-programme-

framework-for-delivery-2020-to-2021

* In January 2022 a new framework will be published

T Level Transition Programme colleges

“T Level Transition Programmes are a variant of 16-19 study programmes that 
can only be delivered and recorded by Providers who have been selected to 
deliver T Levels and who have confirmed they are delivering the T Level 
Transition Programme in the same T Level route.

As such, they don’t have the same mandatory component structure as T Level 
programmes. All learning aims within a T Level Transition Programme should 
be recorded as funding model 25, SOF107 and programme type 30.”

Year (Sept start)
Colleges with permission to run the T Level 

Transition programme

2020 32

2021 74

2022 125
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Changes to the T Level Transition 

Programme for 2021

https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat
ions/t-level-transition-programme-

framework-for-delivery-2020-to-2021

Transition programme ILR data

https://guidance.submit-learner-data.service.gov.uk/psm/article/recording-t-level-transition-programmes-on-the-ilr

“You should not record hours for T Level Transition Programme students in the Planned 
Hours learning delivery field. This field is only used for T Level programmes. you must 
record annual planned hours values in the Planned Learning Hours and Planned 
Employability, Enrichment and Pastoral hours fields.”

ILR enrolment example:
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What next for the transition programme?

“In January 2022 we will 
publish this as a package 
with a new Framework for 
Delivery.”

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/t-levels-next-steps-for-providers#t-level-transition-programme

3 July 2017

Final Q&A
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