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Preparing for ILR R04 2020/21 (all funding streams)

Nick Linford

25 November 2020

ILR R04 deadline in 7 working days from now

http://assets.ctfassets.net/6h6ixebbpdwm/5ZqvZqReg73Qu3GfdhcWbr/1f3b5ebe03ab23cae6fb8fd5443f61d1/Appendix_A__Version_1__February_2020.pdf

4 December 2020 with reference date of 01/11/2020 

R04 is used for in-year payments, past performance and future allocations

Compare how much more important it is than R05

In-year monitoring (2020/21)

Setting allocation for 
next year (2021/22)

Finalising last year 
achievement rates 
(2019/20)

For 16-19s the R04 is used across 3 years

For AEB the R04 is used mainly important 
for achievement rates (2019/20)
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Critical for achievement 
rate calculation

http://assets.ctfassets.net/6h6ixebbpdwm/5ZqvZqReg73Qu3GfdhcWbr/1f3b5ebe03ab23cae6fb8fd5443f61d1/Appendix_A__Version_1__February_2020.pdf

For apprenticeships the R04 is mainly 
important for achievement rates (2019/20)

For advanced learner loans the R04 is mainly 
important for achievement rates (2019/20)

ILR R04 used for 16-19 allocations at colleges

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-education-funding-allocations

So for 2021/22 allocations ESFA will:

Create ratio from 2019/20 R04 to R14
(e.g. extra 10% recruited in-year would be 1.1)

Take a funded learner count from R04 2020/21
(e.g. 2,000 16-19s)

Multiply the learner count by the ratio for allocation
(e.g. 2,000 x 1.1 = 2,200 16-19 allocation for 2020/21)

So R04 vital to get total funded learner number right 
and on average each learner worth £4,842

This is how 
ESFA describe 
use of R04 for 
2020/21 
allocations
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ILR used for 16-19 allocations at ILPs

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-education-funding-allocations

So for 16-19 the key is to be sure they are 
fundable. Are you sure their last date of 
attendance was not before minimum duration?

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-education-funding-allocations

You can of course correct in time for R06 but 
that can be very embarrassing and could flag you 
as ripe for an audit (financial assurance visit)

Length of learning aim Qualifying period

168 days (24 weeks) 42 days (6 weeks)

14 to 167 days (2 – 24 weeks) 14 days (2 weeks)

Fewer than 14 days (under 2 weeks) 1 day (1 attendance)
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Data Self Assessment Toolkit (PDSAT) reports

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat

Check if any learner you think has withdrawn is not on this report. 
Maybe they were not properly withdrawn from all enrolments.

How to find the withdrawn 16-19 learners

Make sure you have the same start and end dates on the timetable 
and register with the start and actual end date in the ILR

Nick Linford, Lsect

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat

Provider Self Assessment toolkit (PDSAT)
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Nick Linford, Lsect

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat

Provider Self Assessment toolkit (PDSAT)

PDSAT reports
Import an ILR into FIS

Export derived funding .mdb

Import .mdb into PDSAT

Use sampler to get audit spreadsheet
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Audit spreadsheet = FM25 financial assurance working papers

Working papers via PDSAT sampler function : https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ilr-data-provider-data-self-assessment-toolkit-pdsat

16-19 issues at ILR R04 simply around if any
funding for overall learner should be generated

Things like planned hours not going to alter allocation

ILR R04 also used for advanced math premium

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-allocation-data-2020-to-2021-academic-year

75 qualifications that count as a maths component for Technical Baccalaureate as well as the full IBO Level 3 

International Baccalaureate diploma (QN 50034157) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/16-to-19-

qualifications-discount-codes-and-point-scores

“We establish the number of students studying an eligible level 3 maths qualification in the 

relevant academic year using the ILR (R04)”

Worth £14m in 2020/21 with 871 

providers at an average of £16k per 

provider
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ILR R04 used for last year’s achievement rates 
(all funding streams)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualification-achievement-rates-qar-2019-to-2020

Key is to ensure the ‘restart record’ is in ILR R04, 
particularly for R04 – but also that it is correctly matched 

Checking the carry-overs match in ILR R04

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/856548/ET_QAR_technical_specification_201819_v3.pdf

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Without a match they will count as not achieving
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ILR R04 where learner reference numbers changes

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/856548/ET_QAR_technical_specification_201819_v3.pdf

ESFA: “Providers assign the Learner reference number and we use this 

number to match aims across years”

“If, for any reason, a learner’s Learner reference number changes, either 

within a funding year or between years, then you must record this using 

the Learner reference number in previous year field.
https://guidance.submitlearnerdatabeta.fasst.org.uk/ilr/field/prevlearnrefnumber

“We use the information in the Learner reference number in the previous 

year field to change the Learner reference numbers for previous years to 

the latest Learner reference number. We keep the original Learner 

reference number in the QAR dataset in the LearnRefNumber_orig field. 

“If you use the Learner reference number in previous year field 

when there has not been a change in the learner’s Learner reference 

number, then this will prevent us from correctly matching that 

learner’s aims.”

Reports before R04 ESFA’s submit learner data portal 

https://submitlearnerdatabeta.fasst.org.uk/

This one helps with apprentices and mismatches

R03 Funding Rules Monitoring spreadsheet

For first time a limited number of pre-R04 reports [so no excuses!]

And ILR validation reports now looks for changes of dates 
between years
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Funding Rules Monitoring reports

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/esfa-financial-assurance-monitoring-the-funding-rules

Example (plus one year for this year)

So a big deal, but NARTs won’t be published 
for all to see owing to Covid

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-

performance-measures/coronavirus-covid-19-school-and-college-accountabilityhttps://www.gov.uk/government/collections/qualification-

achievement-rates-and-minimum-standards

And no QARs either!

This webpage may also be useful

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sfa-inform/inform-may-2019#action-qualification-achievement-rates-qars-

2018-to-2019---funding-monitoring-reports-and-common-data-issues
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Funding Rules Monitoring reports after R04

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/esfa-financial-assurance-monitoring-the-funding-rules

ESFA use R04 to begin to publish all monthly FRM reports, 
but for 2020/21 via a different portal 

Once successfully logged in, you will have the option to select ‘Data Quality and assurance’

R04 also used for in-year growth requests

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach

ment_data/file/936204/Funding_rates_and_formula_202021_v1.3.pdf

https://feweek.co.uk/2020/11/11/colleges-fear-enrolment-surge-could-

see-20000-sixth-formers-go-unfunded/
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New financial assurance (ILR audit) checklist

When you run the PDSAT ‘sampler’ function, one of the files created is 
a new checklist, alongside the working papers

Checklist will help providers understand the evidence needed to enable 

the auditor to be satisfied that the rules have been met

There are remote desk-based audits taking place at the moment and 

the checklist is ‘to assist auditors in locating evidence’

New financial assurance (ILR audit) checklist
Eg. FM35 (AEB) and relationship to the D1 working papers
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Final Q&A


