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Coronavirus FE briefing series

Monday 27 April | 14:00 – 15:30

Briefing agenda

14:00   ESFA provider relief - Nick Linford, FE Week

Slides and video will be sent after the webcast

15:30   End

More than 2,500 registered for this webinar

14:30   In conversation with the Minister for Apprenticeships and Skills, Gillian
Keegan and the ESFA’s Director of Further Education (soon to be
director of the Apprenticeship Directorate), Peter Mucklow

14:55   Other recent policy updates / flexibilities - Nick Linford, FE Week  

15:20   Final Q&A
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ESFA provider relief scheme (PRS)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

Provision via the Apprenticeship Service Accounts (ASA) 
excluded (even where non-levy via transfers or transition) 
so I think poor wording above and in guidance forms.

Means for apprenticeships, only allocation based provision eligible

Majority of apprentices ineligible for PSR

Source: DfE Further education and skills: March 2020 - Underlying data: apprenticeship starts
Analysis by FE Week
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Non-ASA made up 35% of 
the 198,632 starts in first 
half of this funding year 
(see monthly figures).

So, with 65% on ASA, this 
means approximately two 
thirds - and rising – of 
apprenticeship funding is 
ineligible for the ESFA 
provider relief scheme. 

Starts on Apprenticeship Service Account (ASA)

Starts not on ASA
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And the 35% eligible (non-ASA) are 
mostly at a handful of providers

Source: DfE Further education and skills: March 2020 - Underlying data: apprenticeship starts
Analysis by FE Week
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642 providers delivering starts in first 6 months of 2019/20 
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642 providers delivered non-ASA 
starts in first 6 months of 2019/20

of which 545 (85%) delivered less 
than 200 starts

of which 91 (14%) delivered 
less than 10 starts

Provider Non-ASA starts ASA starts % non-ASA

JTL 1,318 323 80%

HIT TRAINING LTD 1,298 1,815 42%

GP STRATEGIES TRAINING LIMITED 1,209 1,001 55%

PREVISTA LTD 1,085 40 96%

EAST SUSSEX COLLEGE GROUP 828 132 86%

LIFETIME TRAINING GROUP LIMITED 799 9,230 8%

DUDLEY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 760 433 64%

ASPIRATION TRAINING LIMITED 747 99 88%

NCG 657 229 74%

PARAGON EDUCATION & SKILLS LIMITED 657 728 47%

The ten providers with the highest number of non-ASA starts

Remember, ASA not eligible for ESFA provider relief

>

>

PRS provider eligibility

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April
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Nearly all above the 40% 
achievement rate

Source 1: DfE Further education and skills: March 2020 - Underlying data: apprenticeship starts
Source 2: DfE National achievement rates tables 2018 to 2019
Analysis by FE Week 

Providers with non-ASA starts in the first 6 months of 2019/20
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507 providers with non-ASA starts in 2019/20 and a 2018/19 achievement rate

Includes grade 3 Sheffield Hallam university 
with an AR of 33.9% at as yet not visited by 
Ofsted, the University of Northumbria at 
Newcastle with an AR of 27.3%

With an AR of 40.9% it’s fair to say West 
Nottinghamshire College fortunate

79% of non-ASA providers have a published 
achievement rate (AR) and of those just 17 (3%) 
below the 40% achievement rate threshold. 
Many of them had already stopped delivering.

Just over a dozen providers, like 
MiddletonMurray, do not have an official 
achievement rate because the ESFA 
redacted them on basis they “are unable 
to form a reliable QAR”. But DfE says 
they would be eligible for provider relief.

PRS funding cap

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

First thing provider should 
do is calculate their cap.

No harm asking ESFA 
account manager to 
verify your calculation
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PRS eligible costs

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

“in cases where training providers 
have furloughed staff who now need 
to work, they will be eligible for 
support from this scheme but must 
be taken off furlough.”

Remember: The HMRC Job Retention Scheme only pays 
80% and only up to a maximum of £2,500 per month

“We reserve the right to check your 
records submitted to HMRC and 
recover any funds for staff costs 
where those employees have been 
reported as being furloughed.”

PRS eligible costs table

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

As I understand it, providers 
should only include costs 
relating to:

> The procured part of AEB 
(even some colleges have 
this in addition to grant)

> Only apprentices funded 
via a non-levy allocation (so 
excluding any non-levy or 
levy funded from the ASA
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PRS ineligible costs

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

Subcontracting costs and payments

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April
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PRS evidence

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

It could be that you 
choose not to claim for 
salaries and you simply 
continue to use the 
furlough option as part of 
the Job Retention Scheme 

PRS audit during Covid crisis

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April
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PRS deadline is midnight this Thursday

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-post-16-provider-relief-scheme

Published Friday 24 April

Final key ESFA PRS points

PRS covers ESFA procured AEB as well as non-ASA apprenticeships – so where there is an allocation

No news yet on a PRS for ESF outside London or ESFA procured 16-19 study programmes

Work out the PRS cap value first

Complete form on ESFA’s Submit Learner Data portal by midnight this Thursday

No PRS for 65%+ of apprenticeship provision as on the ASA (non-levy on the ASA ineligible)

Check PRS cap value against PRS eligible costs (such as staff not still funded from ILR or rent and rates)

Avoid double funding (so for staff, choose HMRC JRS or ESFA PRS (not both)
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Framework switch-off delay?

https://feweek.co.uk/2020/04/23/talks-underway-to-extend-apprenticeship-frameworks-cut-off-date/

Published Thursday 23 April

In a webinar hosted by the Association of Colleges, the COO at the IfATE revealed that work on 
prolonging the switch beyond 31 July is already underway.

“Yes, in a nutshell”, he said when asked whether it would “make sense” to extend the date.

“We have done a bit of work on this. It is interesting across different sectors – some are very well set 
up, they have left frameworks behind but there are a couple of other sectors where that conversion 
hasn’t fully happened. There is a discussion to be had and I know there is consideration of what is 
the best thing to do in that space. That is where it sits at the moment, voices are being heard and it 
is currently being weighed as an issue.”

A spokesperson for the IfATE later told FE Week any decision “regarding possible change to 
the turn-off date for frameworks” is “for the Department for Education to make, taking 
into consideration a wide range of factors”.

Ofqual consultation

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/exceptional-arrangements-
for-assessment-and-grading-in-2020

Consultation closes at 11:45pm on Friday 8 May 2020

Three options for exam results:

> Calculating results – such as functional skills
> Adapting assessments – such as remote invigilation
> Delay – such as involving health and safety checks

Requires a “temporary extraordinary regulatory framework”

To summarise, Ofqual leaving it up to the awarding organisation (AO) 
to decide how best to do this. As they say: “AOs will determine the 
most appropriate way to deliver calculation or adaptation to make 
sure results are valid, and that learners receive grades that fairly 
represent their expected level of attainment.”

Published Friday 24 April
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IfATE flexible assessment list 

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/covid-19/recent-
announcements/list-of-standards-with-temporary-discretions-or-flexibilities/

Webpage for the standard describes the change, such as:

The IfATE published a list of 70 standards given permission 
for “temporary discretions or flexibilities” agreed with EQA

Published Friday 24 April

DfE: “These 
flexibilities have 
the potential to 
allow thousands of 
apprentices to 
undertake end-
point assessment, 
despite the current 
operating 
constraints.”

Apprenticeship FS suspension

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-apprentices-employers-training-
providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-external-quality-assurance-pro

Published Friday 24 April

So, this funding rule has been suspended

Seems to be a popular decision, but be 
careful not to claim funding where 
there was no training

“There will be no requirement for those 
apprentices who are passed through 
gateway to go back and take the level 2 
functional skills test.”
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Emailed signature flexibility

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-apprenticeship-programme-response/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-apprentices-employers-training-
providers-end-point-assessment-organisations-and-external-quality-assurance-pro

Published Friday 24 April

https://feweek.co.uk/2020/04/24/colleges-given-access-to-dfe-free-meal-vouchers/

Published Friday 24 April

Extra funds for FE free meals

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-free-meals-in-further-
education-funded-institutions-for-2019-to-2020
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Final Q&A

Expert webinars

> 5 May 14:00 - 16:30 - Using DSATs to your advantage

> 11 May - 14:00 - 16:30 - 16-18 achievement rates

> 12 May - 14:00 - 16:30 - AEB achievement rates

> 13 May - 14:00 - 16:30 - Apprenticeship achievement rates

Visit www.lsect.com to find out more and register


