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What we can learn from the new Ofsted reports

13 November 2015 ~ lucky for some?

Agenda

13:00 Registration

13:05 Nick Linford on what we can learn from the new Ofsted reports

13:40 Q&A

14:00 End

Welcome to this Lsect webinar
More than 1,400 registrations for this webinar

@nicklinford
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Ofsted’s new inspection regime

http://tinyurl.com/on3nyvx

71 pages

http://tinyurl.com/o54mkzc

32 pages

http://tinyurl.com/phyqhlu

16 pages

Ofsted video and other resources

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/changes-to-education-inspection-from-september-
2015#explaining-the-changes

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/435343

/Future_of_education_inspection_further_education_and_skills_briefing_session.pdf

FE and Skills slides
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New ‘short’ inspections

Full inspections - judgements
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Summary of inspection reports so far

• 5 for general FE college

• 5 for independent learning providers

• 0 for sixth form colleges

• 3 for community learning providers

• 0 for employer providers

• 1 short inspection

Up to 11 different grades (1 to 4)

Handbook says: “If the number of learners in a particular type of 

provision is low, it is likely to be inspected and reported on, but 

may not be graded. If a provider has full-time provision for 14–

16-year olds, it will be reported on during a full inspection 

regardless of the number of learners enrolled.”

1. Overall effectiveness
2. Effectiveness of leadership and management

3. Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

4. Personal development, behaviour and welfare

5. Outcomes for learners

6. 16 to 19 study programmes

7. Adult learning programmes

8. Apprenticeships

9. Provision for learners with high needs

10.Traineeships

11.Full-time provision for 14- to 16-year-olds 
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Maximum so far has been 9 at HCC

Ofsted has chosen not to use numbers, and there 

is no summary of grades at the back of the report

No FE provider has been graded for Traineeship 

nor 14-15 provision yet.

Example provider details at the back



Lsect's Ofsted webinar 13 November 2015

For more events visit lsect.com 6

One short notice letter so far

http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/130622

Only published for the grade 2 

provider when it didn’t lead to 

a full inspection

http://feweek.co.uk/2015/11/06/first-ofsted-

short-inspection-of-fe-provider-published-amid-

cramming-in-concerns/

Two college grade 4s already

http://feweek.co.uk/2015/11/11/london-principal-hit-with-first-

inadequate-gfe-college-rating-under-new-ofsted-inspection-regime/

http://feweek.co.uk/2015/11/13/re-inspect-us-west-cheshire-

college-principals-fury-over-inadequate-ofsted-rating/

Sean Harford is Ofsted’s National Director, 

leading on an education inspections

Clearly delivery and outcomes for Study 

Programmes the new ‘L3 long’
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The results for colleges and ITPs so far

General FE Colleges Previous

Overall 
effective
ness 

Effectivene

ss of 

leadership 

and 

managemen

t 

Quality of 

teaching, 

learning 

and 

assessment

Personal 

developme

nt, 

behaviour 

and welfare 

Outcomes 

for learners

16 to 19 

study 

programmes

Adult 

learning 

programme

s

Apprentices

hips

Provision 

for learners 

with high 

needs

Traineeships

Full-time 

provision 

for 14- to 

16-year-

olds

West Cheshire College 3 4 4 4 3 4 4 3 2 - - -

Stanmore College 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 3

- (but had 9 

apprens) - - -

Redcar & Cleveland College 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 - - -

Lakes College - West Cumbria 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 - - -

Hackney Community College 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 - -

Average overall grade so far under 

new common inspection framework

3.2 (1 improved and 3 
dropped a grade)

Independent training 
providers

Serco Limited 3 2 2 2 2 2 - - 2 - - -

Ixion Holdings (Contracts) Ltd 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 2 2 - - -

Paragon Education & Skills Limited 3 3 3 3 2 3 - - 3 - - -

Nottinghamshire Training Network 3 3 3 3 3 3 - -
3

- - -

DART Limited 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 2 -
- (but had 22 

traineeships
-

Dimensions Training Solutions 

Limited
3 2 2 2 2 - - - 2 - - -

Average overall grade so far under 

new common inspection framework

2.3 (2 improved and none 
dropped a grade)

New ‘provision type’ framework favouring ITPs?

Q&A

For more training and 

events visit www.lsect.com


