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Employability: 
your key to success
Unlock potential and open 
doors to boost future  
employment and skills

Contact us
To receive a free copy of  our  
employability pack, with an overview  
of  Pearson products and services:

GET ON: the right learning 
programme

• Skilled for Life
• Traineeships
• Study Programme
• WorkSkills
• Functional Skills

GET IN: to Apprenticeships, 
work and learning

• BTEC Apprenticeships
• BTEC Higher Apprenticeships
• A wide range of vocational

programmes, NVQs and
customised qualifications
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Hi, my name is Veronica 
Adenuga and I’m in my 

fi nal year of a journalism degree 
at Anglia Ruskin University in 
Harlow. 

I have been working for FE 
Week as the fi rst guest editor for 
the digital Campus Round-Up 
magazine, and met the hard-
working team behind the only 
print publication dedicated to the 
sector. 

My two-week internship has 
required a lot of work on my 
part. I had to ensure I came in to 
work every day prepared to learn 
and work hard. I gained a lot of 
skills from my time here. 

I have been writing stories 
based on press releases, thinking 
of headlines, and contacting 
press offi cers to get quotes and 

extra information. 
I would defi nitely recommend 

that other students apply 
for the programme to gain a 
greater insight into the life of a 
journalist.

This week’s edition includes a 
story on budding international 
footballer Lucy Whipp, who I had 
the chance to interview. She is 
a hard-working young lady and 
I wish her all the success in the 
world.

Other highlights include 
a story on a former college 
drama student who is starring 
in the BBC’s new series the 
Musketeers, a lecturer who 
presented on a gardening 
TV show, and a feature on a 
teenager who was left unable to 
move a muscle after being hit 

by a car but has recovered to 
become a top disabled athlete. I 
hope you enjoy it.

campus@feweek.co.uk

@Veronica Adenuga

Greetings from the fi rst Round-up guest editor

If you are interested in placing a 
product or job advert contact

E:  hannah.smith@feweek.co.uk 

T:  020 8123 4778 

Edition 2

The FE Week team: 

Editor:  Chris Henwood
Guest editor:  Veronica Adenuga
Training manager: Paul Offord
Head designer: Nicky Phillips
Reporter: Freddie Whittaker
Reporter: Rebecca Cooney
Sales executive: Hannah Smith
Administration: Victoria Boyle
Financials: Helen Neilly

Managing director: Shane Mann

Campus Round-up is a sister publication 
of the weekly newspaper FE Week. FE 
Week is the only newspaper dedicated to 
the further education and skills sector. 

FE Week is offering a two-week paid  
internship for people who want to be 
journalists. They will be guest editors for 
two editions of our new Campus Round-
Up magazine, under the guidance of our 
training manager. E-mail us at 
campus@feweek.co.uk to fi nd out more.

Send your stories with pictures to campus@feweek.co.uk including 
names, ages and course details of students where applicableDo you want to be in Campus Round-up?
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GET ON: the right 
learning programme

• Skilled for Life
• Traineeships
• Study Programme
• WorkSkills
• Functional Skills

Get in: to Apprenticeships, 
work and learning

• Functional Skills

• BTEC Apprenticeships

• BTEC Higher 
Apprenticeships

Outstanding support to help 
you to unlock potential

At Pearson, we are passionate about the learning 
providers, colleges and employers we work with.

From approval, set-up, to registration and certification 
we have shaped a first-class support package.

Our unique range of  products and end-to-end service are 
designed to help learners of  all ages to prepare for work, 
and open doors to boost future employment and skills.

Our friendly and experienced team are here to advise 
and help you to put the building blocks in place.

Contact us
To receive a free copy of  our employability pack, 
with an overview of  Pearson products and services:

Email: wbl@pearson.com

FE Week is running a paid 
internship scheme for 
journalism students.

Each of them will be guest 
editor of Campus Round-up 
for two working weeks, under 
the guidance of our training 
manager. We are now accepting 
applications for the summer 
term. Email paul.offord@
feweek.co.uk for more details.

http://feweek.co.uk/subscription/
www.pearsonwbl.com/epsignup
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A group of students from Central Sussex College visited the 
swiss HQ of the European Organisation for Nuclear 

Research — home of the Large Hadron Collider.
BTec science, geography, biology, chemistry, 

physics and maths students learned about parti-
cle physics and electromagnetism at the cen-
tre, in Geneva, which is often referred to as 
the “largest physics lab in the world”.

Student Alice Sayers, aged 19, said: 
“We were impressed by the Universe of 
Particles — an exhibition [at the site] 
within a spherical building, built 
from recycled materials. Everything 
inside was spherical, and the pod-
like chairs had speakers inside that 
explained particle physics.”

The learners also visited the 
nearby United Nations offi ces and 
took a boat trip on Lake Geneva.

Radiating enthusiasm after nuclear centre trip
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Central Sussex College students outside the Universe of Particles exhibition centre. Inset left: Students and college staff inside the 
European Organisation for Nuclear Research

www.pearsonwbl.com/epsignup
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Send your stories with pictures to campus@feweek.co.uk including 
names, ages and course details of students where applicable Do you want to be in Campus Round-up?

NHS boss Jeremy Hunt 
gave Farnham Sixth 
Form College a clean 

bill of health after being shown 
around the site.

The Health Secretary, who is 
also South West Surrey’s Tory 
MP, met principal Mike Potter 
and college director Jonathan 
Stewart during his visit. 

Mr Hunt was full of praise 
for the college after being 
shown around its new music 
technology studio, which cost 
£125,000 to build and opened in 
October 
last year. He was also shown 
around the biology and 
chemistry labs.

Mr Hunt said: “Speaking 
to Mike Potter about his 
aspirations, it is clear that 
at the heart of his vision 
lies his determination for 
every student to reach their 
potential.”

A clean bill of health from the NHS boss

Rear, from left: Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt and head of biology Jason Rynn with science students Daisy Middleton, Rachael Speed, 
and Meghan Glue, all aged 17

Matt James presenting The Great British Garden Revival                                                                                                          Pic: BBC/Outline Productions

A college lecturer has ‘shrubbed 
off’ the competition to land a 

role as one of the presenters of a tel-
evision show which aims to inspire 
viewers to save Britain’s garden 
heritage.

Matt James, from Cornwall’s 
Duchy College Rosewarne, is the 
shrub specialist on BBC Two show 
the Great British Garden Revival.

The series will feature episodes 
on cottage gardens, wildfl owers, 
fruit trees, roof gardens, and water 
features.

Matt was featured in an episode 
screened earlier this month, speak-
ing about the history of shrubs and 
reasons for their decline in popu-
larity.

He said: “Shrubs are vital to our 
gardens, yet in recent years their 
popularity has declined in-part 
due to the trend for naturalistic 
meadow-inspired planting. I hope 
this programme will highlight their 
importance.”

TV appearance plants seed of  hope for shrubs McAyla’s Paralympics hopes after remarkable recoveryMcAyla’s Paralympics hopes after remarkable recovery
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McAyla Johnston was left 
severely disabled after being 
hit by a car in 2008. But since 
learning to walk and use her 
arms again, the Worcester 
College of Technology student 
has transformed herself into 
an elite athlete with hopes 
to compete in the 2016 Rio 
Paralympics, writes Paul 
Offord.

Teenager McAyla Johnston 
could not move a muscle 

when she woke up from a ten-day 
coma.

She had suffered severe head 
injuries after being hit by a car 
while crossing a road in Worces-
ter in 2008.

Five years later and the 16-year-
old excels at the javelin, shotput 
and discus to the extent that she 
harbours hopes of competing at 
the 2016 Rio Paralympics.

“Competing in the Paralympics 
really would be a dream come 
true,” she told FE Week.

McAyla, who is studying a level 
two diploma in sports at Worces-
ter College of Technology, had to 
relearn how to eat, drink, read, 
write and walk after her terrible 
injuries.

And the lifelong sports fanatic 
noticed strength was returning 
faster to her upper body than 
legs, so decided to try out disabled 
athletics in 2009. 

She won gold in all three events 
in the under-16 cerebral palsy 
Sport National Championships 
four years later. McAyla was 
allowed to compete in the compe-

tition as her walking diffi culties 
are similar to those suffered by 
people with cerebral palsy.

She has now been selected for 
an elite training session at Lough-
borough University next month. 

It is organised by government 
agency Girls 4 Gold 
Disability Athletics, 
which aims to fast-
track female athletes 
for Rio.

McAyla said: “I probably 
wouldn’t have believed it 
if someone had told me I 
would be in the running 
to go the Paralympics after 
I woke up from the coma. 
When I fi rst came round, I 
was aware of what was going 

on around me but couldn’t 
talk or move.

“It took two months before I 
took my fi rst step. I started get-
ting use back of my upper body 
at around the same time and it 
turned out my arms were strong-
er than my legs.

“My arms have also been 
strengthened by things like 
pushing the wheels of my wheel-
chair around. I have always been 
a confi dent person and that hasn’t 
changed since the accident. I 
think that has helped me push 
myself with my recovery.”

McAyla could compete in the 
F37 Paralympics category, for 

athletes who can 
stand but have mo-
bility problems, 
and her events all 

involve throwing 
from a standing 

position.
She cred-
its mum 
Teresa, 

aged 43, dad 
David, 45, and 

sister Cortni, 10, 
with giving her the 

confi dence to compete.
She also credits sports lecturer 

Stewart Colmer for advising her 
to apply to Girls 4 Gold Disability 
Athletics. During the training 
session at Loughborough Univer-
sity on February 1, McAyla will 
be put through a series of fi tness 
tests and training sessions.

McAyla would not be worried 
about the national attention like-
ly to come her way if she made 
it to the Paralympics, having 
already appeared on national tel-
evision when she was presented 
the Daily Mirror’s Pride of Brit-
ain Teenager of Courage award in 
2011 by David Beckham.

She was also chosen to car-
ry the Olympic torch through 
Worcester ahead of the London 
Olympics and Paralympics in 
2012. She said: “That was a pretty 
amazing experience. It gave me a 
little bit of a taste of what it could 
be like in Rio, although I know 
there will be a lot more people 
at the Paralympics and being 
cheered on while competing for 
my country would be a million 
times better.”

FEATUREDCAMPUSROUNDUP

McAyla Johnston outside Worcester College of Technology. Inset left: McAyla receiving a signed LA Galaxy shirt from 
David Beckham after he presented her with the Pride of Britain Teenager of Courage award in 2011. Inset centre: 
McAyla holding the Olympic torch in 2012. Inset right: McAyla throwing a javelin

McAyla’s Paralympics hopes after remarkable recoveryMcAyla’s Paralympics hopes after remarkable recovery

www.pearsonwbl.com/epsignup
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Talking about 
Formula One

Motor Vehicle 
students at 

Bracknell and Wok-
ingham College were 
given an insight into 
what it’s like to work 
in Formula One. 

Mike Frost, 
racing adviser for 
Exxon Mobil which 
provides technical 
support for McLar-
en, spoke about the 
different roles in a 
successful Formula 
One team. 

ROUND-UP IN BRIEF

From left: Jason Atherton with HIT apprentices Jacobo Ameijenda, aged 27, and Ryan 
Hazell, 18, and HIT assessor Derren Mallet

Michelin-starred chef Jason 
Atherton was guest of honour 

at a ceremony to mark the launch 
of a new hospitality and catering 
traineeship scheme by independent 
learning provider Hospitality Indus-
try Training (HIT).

Mr Atherton, who runs award-
winning London restaurant Pollen 
Street Social, met with students 
during the event at Hospitality 
House, in London. The top chef was 
keen to throw his support behind 

HIT’s new trainseeships, as he start-
ed his career through the YTS (Youth 
Training Scheme) in the 1980s.

He said: “The great thing about 
the hospitality industry is that if you 
can show some passion and flair, 
you can go far. It’s crucial that young 
people are given the opportunity 
to get into this amazing industry. 
Traineeships like this enable people 
like me to take young people into 
the kitchen and give them a chance 
to grow.”

Michelin-starred chef backs traineeships

Runner Michael McDonald Pic: Nottingham Post

A runner who had never taken 
part in a competitive race before 

competing in regional trials will 
represent the East Midlands at the 
British Colleges of Sport national 
championships.

Michael McDonald, aged 19, a pub-
lic services student at Central College 
Nottingham, qualified by finishing 
second in the trials, after completing 
the 8.5km race at Brooksby College in 
30 minutes and 30 seconds.

He said: “I often run for a long 
time, but don’t measure the distance. 
Winning or losing isn’t as important 
as just running, which is something I 
enjoy and keeps me happy.”

John Widdowson, the college’s 
sport academy manager, said: “Staff 
at the college had recognised the 
potential Michael had from the 
timed runs completed as part of his 
course.”

The British Colleges Sport nation-
al championships will take place at 
Bath University in April.

In the running for national championships

Mike Frost

Technical 
support for TV

A new course will 
shine the spot-

light on the world of 
technical support for 
the arts industry.

Darlington College 
has launched a di-
ploma in production 
arts for people inter-
ested in working in 
TV and theatre.

Run by Tim Paver, 
it will train students 
in sound and light-
ing, staging and stage 
maintenance.

Course leader Tim Paver 

Blossoming at 
horticulture

Neil Roberts has 
not let his hae-

mophilia stop him 
from blossoming in a 
traineeship course at 
Coleg Cambria.

The 17-year-old 
missed out on a lot of 
school, but is now on 
a placement with the 
North Wales college 
horticulture team. 
He hopes to progress 
to a national voca-
tional qualification 
in horticulture. 

 Neil Roberts
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Three budding photographers 

snapped up the chance to visit 

the House of Commons as part of a 

prestigious national competition. 

Walsall College HND 

photography students Hannah 

Walklett, aged 19, and Kristofor 

Green, 32, were shortlisted for the 

fi nal of the EEF Made in Britain 

photography awards and former 

Walsall student Shane Butler, 20, 

won in the best photograph by an 

amateur photographer category. 

The trio travelled to London 

for a celebration event hosted by 

Barry Sheerman MP on the House 

of Commons terrace.

Hannah said: “The occasion 

itself was quite informal and 

consisted of a room full of 

photographers all comparing 

and talking about their work 

which was nice. The fact we 

got shortlisted out of about 

800 entrants is a fantastic 

achievement.”

Photographers in the frame 
for prestigious competition

Hannah Walklett, Shane Butler, and Kristofor Green outside Walsall College
Howard Charles as Porthos 
and, inset, pictured recently 
out-of-character 

Main image provided by BBC/
Outline Productions

Swashbuckling 
Howard is star of  
the Musketeers
A former Kingston College 

drama student is one 
of the stars of the latest 
television adaption of The Three 
Musketeers.

Howard Charles plays Porthos 
in the new big-budget BBC series, 
called The Musketeers, which 
is based on Alexandre Dumas’ 
classic novel.

The 30-year-old former national 
diploma and degree drama student 
left Kingston College in 2005, but 
has spoken about the crucial role 
it played in launching his acting 
career.

He said: “Potential is nothing 
unless you learn 
how to harness 
and channel it 
into something 

creative, making it happen, and 
it was Kingston that made me 
realise that.”

Carlos Santos, Howard’s film 
and TV lecturer at the college, 
said: “He was always a hard-
working and very positive student, 
but also had a good balance 
between life and work. With a good 
sense of humour, I am looking 
forward to seeing him as Porthos 
in this new role.”

Peter Mayhew-Smith, college 
principal, said: “We’re enormously 
proud to see a talented and 
able young actor like Howard 

Charles progress from Kingston 
College and into 

a major role 
such as 

this.”

www.pearsonwbl.com/epsignup
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International footballer Lucy 
Whipp proved she’s on the ball 

by securing a place on the prestig-
ious Talented Athlete Scholarship 
Scheme (TASS).

The 18-year-old, a student at 
Wigan’s Winstanley College, has 
managed to balance the demands 
of playing for Everton Ladies fi rst 
team while studying for her A-lev-
els.

She has also picked up 11 caps 
for England at various youth levels 
and played in the UEFA European 
Women’s Under-17 Championships 
last year.

Lucy plans to take a year out 
from studying after completing her 
exams this summer, but will during 
this time be able to make the most 
of football training facilities, phys-
iotherapy, and sport psychology on 
offer at Liverpool John Moores Uni-
versity through the TASS scheme.

Lucy said: “I’m really pleased 
and proud to gain a place on the 
scheme, as it will be really helpful 
in my development as an athlete. 
I’ll continue to play for Everton 
Ladies fi rst team and take a year 
out before deciding on a future 
career.”

Scholarship is good result for Lucy

Lucy Whipp playing against Iceland for the England under-17 side

Members of an AS-level fi lm 
studies group stepped back 

in time for a 1940s-themed tea 
party to celebrate the launch of a 
new module on Second World War 
cinema.

The South Cheshire College 
learners also decorated their 
classroom with Union Jack bunting 
and other wartime memorabilia, 
including classic posters and ration 
books, before watching a black and 
white wartime fi lm.

Chantal Bradburn, fi lm studies 
course team leader, said: “Up until 
now on the course, the group mainly 
focused on modern-day fi lms, but 
this module will give them the 
opportunity to study fi lms from the 
wartime era.”

Students Katie Short, aged 17, 
of Nantwich, said: “I’ve not really 
watched many old fi lms so I’m 
looking forward to the module.”Students seated for vintage tea party. Inset: Ewan Young, aged 16, Katie Short, 17, and Joe Speet, 16, holding ration books

Keep calm and carry on for 1940s-themed tea party

Students seated for vintage tea party. Inset: Ewan Young, aged 16, Katie Short, 17, and Joe Speet, 16, holding ration books



Employability: 
your key to success

Pearson Traineeships: helping more 
learners to progress into real work 
and Apprenticeships
Design and deliver a tailored traineeship 
for every learner.

Whether you need to deliver a work placement, work preparation 
training, English and Maths or a high quality range of  qualifications, 
units and resources we will provide:

• A fully flexible range of  high quality qualifications and units from 
Edexcel and BTEC including newly designed qualifications to 
support your learners to achieve a successful work placement

• High quality resources to support you with delivery

• Help for you to identify and address behavioural barriers 
to learning

• A comprehensive package including a work experience 
qualification, diagnostic tools and our highly successful 
work search application – all an integral part of our 
overall employability toolkit

Contact us
To receive a free copy of  our 
employability pack, with an 
overview of  Pearson 
products and services:

GET IN: the right learning 
programme 
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